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Baker & MciKenzie LLP

Qne Prudential Plaza, Suite 3500
130 East Randolph Drive
Chlcags, flinols 60801, USA

Tek +1 312 861 8006

Fax: +1 312 861 2809
chicaga.informalon@bakemeleom
wyaw.bakeinelcom

May 9, 2008 . ) Rabert V. Kent
Tel: +1 312 861 8077

Via Facsimile to 319-363-1990 and U.8. Mail Robent WiahI@BskerNiotcom
Sean Berry

Chief, Crivainal Division

United States Attorney’s Office or the Northern Distret of Towa
Hach Building

Suite 400

401 1st Street, S.E,

Cedar Rapids, 1A 52401

Viz Facsimile and 1,5, Mai

¥ia Facsimile to 319-364-9168 and 1J.S, Mail
Michaet Vail

Residem Agent in Charge

Trmigration and Cusloms Enforcement
Depariment of Homeland Seeurity

Cedar Rapids, 1A 5240]

"RE:  Agriprocessors, Ite.

" Dear Messss. Bemnry and Vail:

This Jetter follows up on a telephone conversation that I had today with Mr. Berry, Baker &
MeKenzie LLP represents Agriprocessors, Inc. There are mumors in the community that the
U.3. Attorney’s Office and Immigration and Customs Enforcement (“ICE”) in the near
foture may iniiiste some sort of worksite enforcement action at the Agriprocessors plant in
Fostville, fowa, or elsewhere. As ) mentioned in my telephone conversation today with Mr.
Beiry, Agriprocessors desires to cooperate with the government and, if any action is
contemplated, we sirongly believe that jt is in cveryore’s interest for the government and the
company to discuss such an action shead of time in order to minimize any dangers {o safety,

.and to minimize any unnecessary dissuption to Agriprocessors’ business,

As [ advised Mr. Berry, Agriprocessors is the largest kosher meat production company in the
country. Among oiher (hings, kosher practices require that an smimal be slaughtered by
slicing its aorla with a knife. Various other cutting utensils are used at olher stages of the
process. This means that there are many extremely sharp iterns at all of Agriprocessors’
plants, including ihe plant a1 Postviile. In addition, based on media reports about 2n

. imminent JCE action, it is highly likely that some Agriprocessors employees may become

agitated if ICE were to enter the worksile in a dramatic or threatening way. This
combination of sharp work wiensils and a potentiaily agitated workforce creates significant
concerns about the safety of both the agents who enter the plant, and the workers who are
present when the entry ocours. - '
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In addition, a large-scale, unmanaged worksiie enforcement action razy resuli in significant

disruption of Agriprocessors® business. Such a disruption, beyond damaging

Agriprocessors, would likely have a significant ncgative impact on the flow of kosher meat
.to the market in the United States, and would likely affect the ability of millions of people to

follow their religious dietary practices.

As ] mentioned (o Mr. Bemry, these concems are important both to the company and, we

“submi, to the government, We belicve that both of these concems may be ameliorated if (he
governmenl and the company discuss the action beforehand, and reach an agrezment as to
how the action is to be conducted. We have experience in dealing with these types of
enforcement actions, and have worked prodoctively with prosecutors in the Fastern District
of Texas on similar issues. We would be glad to give you the names and telephone numbers
of these AUSAs if you are interosted in speaking with them.,

Mr. Berry told me that he cannot confirm or deny the existence of any future criminal
enforcement activity. We wnderstand Depariment of Justice policy in this area, and
recognize tie reasons why the goveimment ordinaiily does nol disclose its planned activities
abead of time. Nonetheless, we respectfully submit that, in this situation, a discussion of the
planned action, if indeed one is planmed, is in the government’s interest and consisten with
government policies. If you have any imterest in speaking further, please contact me at work
at 312-861-8077, or onmy ¢ell phone at 312-363-7035. Alternatively, you may reach my
-calleague, Carl Hamnpe, at 202-835-4259 {office) or 202-460-3613 (cell),

Sincerely,
Robert W, Kent

cc: Car} Hampe
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